
Pot: What pandemic?
Despite the pandemic (probably
because of it), Colorado is getting
(record) high. September's sales
surpassed $200million. Willie Nelson
and Snoop would be so proud.
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BIFF shifts to summer
BIFF is scrapping a virtual fest and will
move from spring to summer 2021. That
means we can still rage on the red carpet
(pending the pandemic) and gather with
real human beings.
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Hey turkeys, stay home
Colorado health officials have offered
guidance on how to celebrate
Thanksgiving and it looks like it will
consist of a big fat party starring you, a
turkey and your dog.
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— Apache proverb
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From Cafe Aion's
paella to Blackbelly’s
skirt steak, ‘A Bite of
Boulder’ offers more
than 40 recipes from
30 restaurants and
local superstar chefs
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The ingredients for blackbelly's skirt
steak with chimichurri sauce, a recipe
that is featured in "a bite of boulder"
cookbook.

Christina Kiffney / Courtesy photo
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By John Meyer
denver Post

S ki areas in counties list-
ed at Level Red, or “se-

vere risk,” on the state’s
COVID-19 dial will be al-
lowed to remain open when
new restrictions go into place
starting Nov. 20.
Summit County, where

Keystone, Arapahoe Basin
and Breckenridge are al-
ready in operation, is one of
15 counties that will move to
Level Red on Nov. 20. Anoth-
er Summit County resort,
Copper Mountain, is sched-

uled to open in two weeks.
According to an email from

the Colorado State Joint In-
formation Center sent Nov.
18, the new dial level an-
nounced Nov. 17 by Gov. Jar-
ed Polis “does not affect ski
resort on-mountain opera-
tions specifically.” Ski areas
in Level Red counties must
suspend indoor dining and
provide takeout and grab-
and-go or outdoor dining,
“but may still operate their
lifts according to their ap-
proved plan.”
The statement also said fa-

cilities “essential for health

and safety like restrooms”
can remain open. Families
also may go indoors “to
warm or shelter from inclem-
ent weather.”
The Loveland ski area is in

Clear Creek county, which
also will be at Level Red.
Winter Park is in Grand
County, which is at Level Or-
ange.

Parking system
at Eldora open
Eldora opened its parking

reservation system on Nov.
9. Up to seven days can be
booked in advance, and as

visitors use their days, addi-
tional days can be booked a
week in advance.
The parking reservation

system at Eldora has an add-
ed benefit for skiers and rid-
ers: In normal times, the
parking lot often filled on
weekends. That was frustrat-
ing for would-be visitors who
drove to Eldora only to be
turned away— or wait for a
parking spot to open up.
“Our parking reservation

systemmeans that Eldora
guests will know that when
they plan a day of skiing and
riding here, they are going to

have a great experience, be-
cause they will know they
have a space to park and
plenty of room to spread out
on the mountain,” president
and general manager Brent
Tregaskis said in Eldora’s re-
lease.
Eldora visitors also need to

be advised that RTD service
to the area will be cut sub-
stantially compared to nor-
mal years. RTD will be oper-
ating fewer busses and those
busses will be limited to 20
people.
Daily lift tickets will be

sold online only.

Resorts in Level Red counties must suspend indoor dining, but mountain activities can continue

Slopes allowed to stay open

Jenny Evans / Getty Images
a squirrel monkey is seen Nov. 18 with a baby on its back at Taronga Zoo in Sydney, australia. Taronga Zoo was allocated $37.5 million as part of the New
South Wales budget to build new, state-of-the-art wildlife hospitals in Sydney and dubbo. The remaining $35.9 million to complete the project will be sought
from philanthropic and private donors.

High country
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available.
• Open windows to im-

prove ventilation on buses,
trains, or shared cars.
• Postpone or cancel your

travel if you think you have
been exposed to COVID-19
in the 14 days before your
travel. You should get tested
as soon as you develop symp-
toms or seven days after you
think you have been ex-
posed.
• Cancel your plans if you

or your traveling companions
test positive or develop symp-
toms.
CDPHE has a “myth vs re-

ality” chart at covid19.colora-
do.gov/thanksgiving that can
help as you navigate your de-
cisions. And the CDC has
created its own guidance,
which includes having con-
versations with your guests
in advance about expecta-
tions for the day.
Have a happy, safe Thanks-

giving, Colorado.

Douglas Jr., executive direct-
or of the Tri-County Health
Department wrote in a recent
op-ed for The Denver Post.
And yet, people will travel

to see loved ones and try to
keep lonely relatives from
spending the day alone. With
that in mind, the Colorado
Department of Public Health
and Environment has issued
some guidance, but with this
warning: “If you must attend
an in-person celebration with
other households, know that
you are putting yourself, your
family, and your community
at risk.”

Here is their guidance:
• Interact with just one

other household with 10 or
fewer total guests. (Note: Aft-
er this guidance was issued,
the state placed 15 counties
under restrictions that would
ban such gatherings.)
• Eat dinner outside where

airflowmakes transmission

less likely. (The current fore-
cast for Denver calls for a
high in the low 50s)
•Wear a mask and keep 6

feet from anyone who doesn’t
live with you.
•Wash your hands with

soap and water frequently.
• Designate a food server

who wears a mask while fill-
ing guests’ plates. Avoid buf-
fet-style serving.
• Have each household

bring and eat their own food
from home.
• Quarantine for 14 days

before interacting with an-
other household and 14 days
after returning home.

For those traveling:
•Quarantine for 14 days

before visiting and 14 days
after returning home.
•Wear a mask and main-

tain 6-foot distances
•Wash your hands fre-

quently, or use hand sanitizer
if soap and water are not

Guidance: Feast
alone, friends

The denver Post

W e have searched with-
out luck for a health

expert who will assure us it is
safe to gather with friends
and family this Thanksgiv-
ing. But Colorado health offi-
cials say the wisest course is
to stay home.
“The best way to ensure

that those whomean the
most to us – especially older
family members or those at
increased risk – will still be
gathered around our tables
and giving thanks next year
is to stay apart from them
this year,” Dr. Bill Burman,
executive director of Denver
Public Health, and Dr. John

Colorado
Department of
Public Health and
Environment offers
some health tips

ThanksgivingShort Stuff
University of Colorado
Boulder

Prof wins top water
research prize
a University of Colorado

boulder professor is being
honored for his research
and work to improve water
quality in the United States
and abroad, particularly
through using ultraviolet
light to enhance water
treatment systems and
support water sustainabili-
ty in small and rural com-
munities.
linden has been working

in water research for dec-
ades and his work has fo-
cused on how to integrate
new technologies and ap-
proaches into creating less
expensive,more purified
water, such as by imple-
menting Uv purification
systems into communities
that have not traditionally
had access to them.

BCPH

Top boss to retire
Chana Goussetis,

spokesperson for boulder
County Public Health, con-
firmed that Jeff Zayach, the
department’s executive di-
rector, is retiring.
First reported by Colora-

do Newsline, the article
stated that Zayach will be
leaving the office in april
and had planned to retire
before the coronavirus
pandemic. The article said
the pandemic was not the
reason for his decision to
leave.

Former September
School site

Rehab, group home
planned
The former site of the

September School at Wal-
nut and 19th streets could
be revived to serve as a
drug rehabilitation and
group home facility.
boulder’s Planning

board is set to review
plans to renovate the his-
toric home.
The home will have ad-

diction treatment and gath-
ering spaces on the ground
floor and residential rooms
above, while the three-sto-
ry addition will have rooms,
a kitchen and community
shared space, planning
documents show.

Staff Reports

Pittsburgh Post-Gazette / TNS

Colorado department of Public Health and environment has issued guidance with this warning: “if you must attend an in-
person celebration with other households, know that you are putting yourself, your family, and your community at risk.”
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in March. We haven’t seen
many films come through
yet about the craziness of
2020, but we have no doubt
we will see more of that in
2022.”
All access festival passes

for BIFF 2021— that retail
for $395— are on sale now.
Buyers can also purchase
gift packs available in de-
nominations of $30 for two

films, $60 for four films and
$90 for six films.
“We were the last big party

in town in early March be-
fore COVID hit and we’re
hoping to be one of the first
big parties back next sum-
mer,” Kathy Beeck said. “We
plan to take full advantage of
the warmer temps in June.
It’s going to be the hottest
BIFF ever.”

By Kalene McCort
Staff Writer

S ince 2004, Boulder Inter-
national Film Festival

has attracted a bounty of
filmmakers, actors and cine-
philes to the Front Range.
While the pandemic has

reshaped the entertainment
industry and most all events,
sisters Kathy and Robin
Beeck— founders of BIFF
— have opted to not trans-
form the cherished multi-day
event into a cyber offering,
but keep the red-carpet soul
of it intact with in-person fes-
tivities.
The festival, normally held

in March, will now move to
summer 2021 and offer plen-
ty of outdoor screenings, as
well as indoor ones at Chau-
tauqua Auditorium.
“We’ve attended some vir-

tual film festivals this sum-
mer and fall, and they’re
great, but nothing beats hu-
man interaction and commu-
nity engagement,” said Rob-
in Beeck. “Filmmakers love
Boulder audiences, so we
hope to bring directors and
producers to the festival as
always. We know they’ll love
it here in the summer.”
The Beecks, wanting to of-

fer the community a chance
to gather safely during COV-
ID, set up a drive-in theater
at Boulder Municipal Airport
in June. The makeshift out-
door cinema, that often fea-
tured sold-out showings,
screened “Two Trains Run-
nin,’” “Jimmy Carter: Rock &
Roll President,” “40 Years in
the Making: TheMagic Mu-
sic Movie” and others.
“We always have big ideas,

and for next year, we are
planning for anything,” said
Kathy Beeck. “Our drive-in
theater at the airport was
hugely successful this sum-
mer, so one of the reasons
we’re adding Chautauqua—
besides the beautiful audito-
rium— is the possibility of
adding outdoor parties and
screenings. We’ve been talk-
ing with the great people
there and at the City of Boul-
der about what that could
look like at Chautauqua in
June.”
Music is always a constant

that runs through BIFF’s
repertoire. From documenta-
ries that shed light on the
backstories of some of the
world’s most beloved bands
to a steady-stream of live mu-
sicians performing outside of

Boulder Theater and at near-
by venues, live entertain-
ment is at the forefront of
this cinematic tradition.
Interviews with rock ‘n’

roll icons David Crosby and
Robbie Robertson have been
part of prior BIFFs. The festi-
val has also brought Jesse Ei-
senberg, Martin Sheen, Will-
iam H. Macy, Shirley
MacLaine and other industry
greats to Boulder.
It’s the Beecks hope that

next summer’s BIFF will cap-
ture the same magic and
star-studded lineup.
“Pearl Street has been the

heart and soul of the festival
for the last 16 years and we
plan to continue that with
world-class films, our talk-
back/music tent on the mall
and great parties down-
town,” Kathy said. “We have

a lot of long-time hotel and
restaurant sponsors near
Pearl Street, so we will con-
tinue to have big things hap-
pening there.”
While the festival won’t

take place till June 24-27, the
Beecks and their team have
been busy narrowing the col-
lection of next year’s films.
“With the date change, we

extended the submission
deadlines a few months,”
Robin Beeck said. “Entries
have been steadily coming in
and our selection committee
is busy watching a fantastic
selection of films. The 2021
program will be outstanding.
And, with the festival in late
June and, now after some big
premiere film festivals, we’ll
be able to highlight some
great content we might not
have been able to if BIFF was

‘The hottest BIFF ever’
BIFFmoves to
summer 2021 with
select screenings at
Chautauqua, parties
downtown

Jeremy Papasso / Staff Photographer

The boulder Theater marquis is reflected on a car hood during opening night of the boulder international Film Festival in
2018. biFF 2021 will be held June 24-27 with screenings at Chautauqua for the upcoming season.

Boulder International Film Festival

Matthew Jonas / Staff Photographer

From left, boulder international Film Festival organizers
Kathy beeck and robin beeck, pose for a portrait at the
boulder Theater on Feb. 24, 2020. The sisters have opted to
not transform the event into a cyber offering, but instead will
keep the red-carpet soul of it intact with in-person festivities
June 2021.

Jeremy Papasso / Staff Photographer

renee malis, front, and amanda rhodes, both dressed as
characters from “Cats,” walk out of the Hotel boulderado
during the opening night of the boulder international Film
Festival in 2020.
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bers in open comment pushed
forBoulder to support single-
payer universal health care or
ImprovedMedicare for All.
JasonHubbard, a physical

therapist, questioned howgov-
ernment officials can stand by
andwatch people die due to in-
sufficient health care cover-
age.
“As a leader on theworld

stage, our callousness toward
our neighbors across the
country in this regard is stag-
gering,”Hubbard said.
However, Councilmember

AaronBrockett said the city
does prioritize providing
greater health care at a lower
cost, whichwould allowBoul-
der to support such a bill.

By Deborah Swearingen
Staff Writer

B oulder City Council on
Nov. 17 unanimously

passed on second reading an
ordinance that protects both
the exterior and interior of
the Boulder-Dushanbe Tea-
house and designates the
site as a landmark.
The matter was first

brought before council in
late October. However, coun-
cilmembers opted to contin-
ue the hearing so staff could
work with advocates from
Friends of the Boulder-Dus-
hanbe Teahouse and Tea-
house staff to craft language
that would protect the interi-
or as well as the exterior. It’s
not something Boulder has
done before, but council and
community members said
they thought it was impor-
tant because of the intricacy
and beauty of the building.
“This building is a trea-

sure for Boulder,” Mayor

SamWeaver said.
The amended ordinance

dictates that regulation will
be limited to the inside pavil-
ion and won’t include the
“utilitarian addition” of the
bathrooms, hallway, office
and kitchen. This means
that any changes proposed
to the inside pavilion part of
the building, as well as any
proposed to the exterior,
would need to go through a
review process.
Other key revisions in-

clude an outline of the re-
view process for the interior,
which is similar to the pro-
cess for landmark alteration
certificate review of the ex-
terior, and a refined defini-
tion of the word “alteration”
to clarify what work requires
review.
Council thanked staff for

working to amend the ordi-
nance in a manner that’s
amenable to all.
“It was important to our

community, and it was im-
portant to council,” Council
member Bob Yates said. “I
know it was unprecedent-
ed.”

Dushanbe Teahouse
to become landmark
The intricacy and
beauty of the building
will be protected

Paul Aiken / File photo

elizabeth Wilhelm and valentino Petrusich drink tea at the
dushanbe Teahouse in boulder in 2017.

difference, the list of priorities
indicateswhat’s important.
“The short of it is regional,

state and federal policymat-
ters impact the city, andwe
have the ability to shape
them,”Castillo said. “The
adoption of policy statement
provides direction for all city
officials to speak and to advo-
cate on the policy issues and to
do so in away that is uni-
formed and coordinated.”
Boulder spends $40,000 for

federal lobbyists fromSmith
Dawson&Andrews and
$55,000 for state lobbyists
fromHeadwaters Strategies
Inc., but Castillo saidmany
other people play a role.
Several communitymem-

By Deborah Swearingen
Staff Writer

B oulder onNov. 17 ex-
pressed continued sup-

port for policies that further
the city’s equity and climate
action goals.
The Boulder City Council

unanimously approved
amendments to its 2021 policy
statement, which highlights
the city’s lobbying priorities.
The council held a public
hearing on the revisions in
October. That hearing was
continued, but no additional
public comment was taken in
the second iteration.

According to the council
packet, Boulder’s priorities on
the Colorado level for the up-
coming year include:
• Accelerating the adoption

of collaborative and equitable
policies that ensure emissions
will meet the targets identi-
fied in the state’s Greenhouse
Gas Pollution Reduction
Roadmap for 2025 and 2030.
• Advancing themobility

needs of Denver’s northwest
region, specifically the pro-
jects identified through the
Northwest AreaMobility
Study, while keeping climate
action at the forefront.
• Repealing threeHouse

bills, which together restrict
local governments from pro-
actively engagingwith undoc-
umented immigrants tomeet

community needs.
Federally, the city is priori-

tizing pandemic fiscal sup-
port, reformation of the feder-
al pesticide law, support for
Colo. 119 improvements as
well as support for federally
funded labs and theUniversi-
ty of Colorado Boulder.
In its 2021 policy statement,

Boulder outlines dozens of
priorities with climate, human
rights, public health and
transportation initiatives lead-
ing the way.
There were a few changes

from lastmonth’s public hear-
ing, including an initiative that
would push Colorado to sup-
port counties that want to
move to ranked-choice voting.
That is important, consider-
ing Boulder voters over-
whelming supported theOur
Mayor, Our Choice ballot
measure, which allows voters
to select the nextmayor
through ranked-choice voting.
Chief Policy AdvisorCarl

Castillo said lobbyingmakes a

Priorities: equity, climate action
Council approves
amendments to 2021
statement

City of Boulder policy statement

Boulder City Council

“The short of it is regional, state and
federal policy matters impact the
city, and we have the ability to
shape them.”

Carl Castillo
Chief Policy Advisor

SAFETY FIRST, FASHION SECOND
Read about our safety precautions online.

Shop your way!Online, via videochat or
by appointment—call us to book yours.

CHAN LUU

TH ETH E best col lect ionbest col lect ion I SI S YOURYOUR SS ..
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BOULDER • 303.443.2565 • 1505 PEARL STREET
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Mladen Antonov / Getty Images
a buddhist monk walks past riot police standing guard on Nov. 17 during an anti-government rally by pro-democracy protesters in bangkok.

Short Stuff
Islamabad

U.S. withdrawal rattles
Afghan allies and
adversaries alike
an accelerated U.S. troop

withdrawal from afghanistan,
announced by Washington,
has rattled both allies and
adversaries. There are fears
of worsening violence and re-
gional chaos, which some
say could embolden the local
islamic State affiliate to re-
group and perhaps even try
to build another “caliphate.”
Under an earlier deal be-

tween the U.S. and the Tali-
ban that outlined a gradual
pullout, the remaining U.S.
forces were to leave afghani-
stan by april. The Pentagon
now says some 2,500 troops
will leave by January, just
days before President-elect
Joe biden’s inauguration,
leaving another 2,000 or so
U.S. forces in place. biden
has said he prefers a small,
intelligence-driven, counter-
terrorism presence in afghan-
istan.
a U.S. withdrawal would be

welcome in most of rural af-
ghanistan where civilians are

increasingly caught in the
crossfire between Taliban
and government forces, said
Torek Farhadi, a former af-
ghan government adviser
and political analyst.
“after a bombing by any

side of the conflict, no one
has gone back to rebuild any
infrastructure. No one has
really worked on healing
hearts and minds,” he said.

Macizo de Peñas Blancas,
Nicaragua

Iota’s devastation
comes into focus in
storm-weary Nicaragua
The devastation caused by

Hurricane iota became clear-
er Nov. 18 as images
emerged showing piles of
wind-tossed lumber that
used to be homes and con-
crete walls that were pound-
ed into pieces by the second
Category 4 storm to blast
Nicaragua’s Caribbean coast
in two weeks.
Nicaragua vice President

and first lady rosario murillo
on Nov. 18 raised the na-
tion’s death toll to 16. The
victims were spread across

the country, swept away by
swollen rivers or buried in
landslides.
rescuers searched at the

site of a landslide in north-
ern Nicaragua, where the lo-
cal government confirmed
four deaths and neighbors
spoke of at least 16. a short
video from the nation’s emer-
gency management agency
showed a massive bowl-
shaped mountainside
shrouded in clouds that col-
lapsed. Police blocked media
access to the site on the
macizo de Peñas blancas, a
mountain in matagalpa prov-
ince, north of managua.

Berlin

Police forcefully
disperse protestors
over virus rules
German police used water

cannons and pepper spray
Nov. 18 to disperse people
protesting coronavirus re-
strictions in berlin’s govern-
ment district, after crowds ig-
nored calls to wear masks
and keep their distance from
one another in line with pan-
demic regulations.

as water sprayed from the
cannons rained down on pro-
testers outside the landmark
brandenburg Gate, police in
riot gear moved through the
crowd carrying away some
participants. Some demon-
strators threw fireworks,
flares and other objects in re-
sponse as police helicopters
hovered overhead.
officers avoided shooting

the cannons directly at pro-
testers because there were
children in the crowd, and
they worked slowly and me-
thodically to disperse the
crowd, berlin police spokes-
man Thilo Cabiltz said. Some
protesters popped open um-
brellas and held their ground
until they were eventually
forced back.
more than 100 people

were arrested, Cabiltz said,
and many more temporarily
detained. Nine police offi-
cers were injured.

Nairobi, Kenya

People go hungry in
Ethiopia’s Tigray as
conflict marches on
People are going hungry in

ethiopia’s rebellious north-
ern Tigray region as roads
are blocked, airports are
closed and the federal gov-
ernment marches on its capi-
tal in a final push to win a
two-week war. but residents
are afraid to leave for fear
of being killed, an internal
assessment says.
Trucks laden with food,

fuel and medical supplies
have been stuck outside the
region’s borders since the
Nov. 4 announcement by
ethiopia’s Nobel Peace
Prize-winning Prime minister
abiy ahmed that a military
offensive had begun in
response to an attack by
Tigray regional forces on a
military base.
“at this stage there is sim-

ply very little left, even if you
have money,” according to
the internal assessment by
one humanitarian group,
seen by The associated
Press.
banks in Tigray were

closed for days, cutting off
humanitarian cash transfers
to some 1 million people, or
one-sixth of the Tigray popu-
lation. and even before the
fighting, a locust outbreak
was destroying crops.
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Elijah Nouvelage / Getty Images
democratic Georgia State rep. vernon Jones speaks Nov. 18 at a “Stop the Steal” rally against the results of the presidential election inside the Georgia
State Capitol in atlanta.

Short Stuff
Billings,Mont.

Trump pushes new
environmental rollbacks
on way out the door
down to its final weeks,

the Trump administration is
working to push through doz-
ens of environmental roll-
backs that could weaken
century-old protections for
migratory birds, expand arc-
tic drilling and hamstring fu-
ture regulation of public
health threats.
The pending changes,

which benefit oil and gas and
other industries, deepen the
challenges for President-
elect Joe biden, who made
restoring and advancing pro-
tections for the environment,
climate and public health a
core piece of his campaign.
“We’re going to see a real

scorched-earth effort here at
the tail end of the adminis-
tration,” said brian rutledge,
a vice president at the
National audubon Society.
The proposed changes cap

four years of unprecedented
environmental deregulation
by President donald Trump,
whose administration has

worked to fundamentally
change how federal agencies
apply and enforce the Clean
Water act, Clean air act and
other protections.
most of the changes are

expected to sail through the
approval process, which in-
cludes the White House re-
leasing the final version and
publication in the Federal
register.

Washington

Boeing Max cleared
for takeoff, 2 years
after deadly crashes
after nearly two years and

a pair of deadly crashes, the
U.S. Federal aviation admin-
istration has cleared boe-
ing’s 737 max for flight.
The nation’s air safety

agency announced the move
early Nov. 18, saying it was
done after a “comprehensive
and methodical” 20-month
review process.
regulators around the

world grounded the max in
march 2019, after the crash
of an ethiopian airlines jet.
That happened less than five
months after another max

flown by indonesia’s lion air
plunged into the Java Sea. a
total of 346 passengers and
crew members on both
planes were killed.
Federal aviation adminis-

tration chief Stephen dick-
son signed an order Nov. 18
rescinding the grounding.
U.S. airlines will fly the max
once boeing updates critical
software and computers and
pilots receive training in flight
simulators.
The Faa says the order was

made in cooperation with air
safety regulators worldwide.

Pfizer: COVID-19 shot
95% effective, seeking
clearance soon
Pfizer said Nov. 18 that

new test results show its cor-
onavirus vaccine is 95% ef-
fective, is safe and also pro-
tects older people most at
risk of dying— the last data
needed to seek emergency
use of limited shot supplies
as the catastrophic outbreak
worsens across the globe.
earlier in the week, com-

petitor moderna inc. also an-
nounced similar effective-
ness of its own Covid-19

vaccine candidate, which is
made with the same, brand-
new technology— using a
snippet of the genetic code
of the coronavirus to train
the body to recognize if the
real virus comes along.
The announcement from

Pfizer and its German part-
ner bioNTech, just a week aft-
er they revealed the first
promising preliminary re-
sults, comes as the team
prepared to formally ask U.S.
regulators to allow emergen-
cy use of the vaccine.
The companies also have

begun “rolling submissions”
for the vaccine with regula-
tors in europe, the U.K. and
Canada and soon will add
this new data.
For both, “there’s every

reason to be enormously op-
timistic,” said dr. Paul offit
of Children’s Hospital of
Philadelphia, one of Fda’s
advisers.

Virus won’t stop NORAD
from tracking Santa
Children of the world can

rest easy. The global pan-
demic won’t stop them from
tracking Santa Claus’
progress as he delivers gifts

around the globe on Christ-
mas eve.
The North american aero-

space defense Command
has announced that Norad
will track Santa on dec. 24,
just as it has done for 65
years. but there will be some
changes: Not every child will
be able to get through to a
volunteer at Norad’s call
center to check on Santa’s
whereabouts, as they have in
years before.
Normally, 150-160 volun-

teers crowd into a confer-
ence room at Peterson air
Force base in Colorado
Springs, taking two-hour
shifts to answer the phones
as eager children call to see
if Santa and his sleigh have
reached their rooftops. all to-
gether, 1,500 people over 20
hours have participated in
the call center in the past,
fielding more than 130,000
phone calls, beginning at 6
a.m. eastern time on Christ-
mas eve.
This year, due to safety re-

strictions forced by the Cov-
id-19 pandemic, the number
of volunteers has been dras-
tically cut to what Norad ex-
pects will be fewer than 10
people per shift.
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By Katie Langford
Staff Writer

U niversity of Colorado
Boulder researchers

have found that climate
change spurred wildfires
across much of the planet
millions of years ago, with
implications that human-
caused climate change could
have similar impacts in the
future.
Former doctoral student

Garrett Boudinot and Assist-
ant Professor Julio Sepulve-
da studied marine rocks de-
posited in Utah 94 million
years ago, focusing on what
the “molecular fossils” left
behind could tell them about
the state of the planet.
To their surprise, they

found evidence of burning
wood and specific molecules
that are used to trace forest
fires.
“We did not set out to

study forest fires,” Boudinot
said. “We went out to look at
marine ecology.”
Boudinot and Sepulveda

hypothesized that because
the world was experiencing
climate change 94 million
years ago, the cycle of car-
bon and oxygen in the atmos-
phere was disrupted. An ex-
cess of carbon dioxide in the
atmosphere from volcanic ac-
tivity led to warmer tempera-

tures, increased photosyn-
thesis in the oceans and thus
oxygen-deprived oceans.
More carbon was being

stored in marine sediment
and not being released into
the atmosphere as the planet
attempted to right itself, lead-
ing to an excess of oxygen in
the atmosphere and fueling
forest fires that burned up to
40% of the planet’s forests
over the course of tens of
thousands of years.

“This is something folks
had hypothesized and mod-
eled since the ’80s, but it was
very fringe because there
was not much evidence to
support it,” Boudinot said.
“We now have multiple lines
of evidence to support this
hypothesis.”
In a research paper pub-

lished in the journal “Nature
Geoscience” in September,
Boudinot and Sepulveda
wrote that evidence also sug-

gests that precipitation and
plant type didn’t see big
changes at the time, indicat-
ing that fires burned even in
wet forest ecosystems, aided
by the increased oxygen in
the atmosphere.
That long-ago climate

change resulted in species
extinction and toxic oceans,
Boudinot said. It also was not
as severe as climate change
today.
“The rate of input is much

faster than what was occur-
ring 94 million years ago,” he
said. “It’s incredibly relevant
in that it suggests that (car-
bon dioxide) and climate
change will have long-lasting
impacts for thousands of
years, and that they don’t just
impact the ocean but funda-
mentally impact how ecosys-
tems behave.”
Science journalist Peter

Brannen, an affiliate with the
Institute of Arctic and Alpine
Research at CU Boulder, said
the study is an example of
times when the planet has
gone through climate
change all on its own, similar
to what the world is experi-
encing with human-caused
climate change now.
“As the study shows,

things can really go haywire
when you push on this lever
of CO2,” he said. Brannen
wrote a book about catastro-
phes in earth history, “The
Ends of theWorld,” which
echoes Boudinot and Sepul-
veda’s research— that catas-
trophes are often associated
with massive injections of
carbon dioxide into the at-
mosphere.
The difference between

now and then, Boudinot said,
is that we can have a hand in
preventing further damage
to the climate with action.
“If we change our actions

and come up with ways of liv-
ing that don’t require com-
bustion of fossil fuels and
carbon dioxide input to the
atmosphere, we can mitigate
the impact of climate
change,” he said.

Research: Prehistoric wildfires
linked to climate change
If we take action,
‘we canmitigate
the impact’

Matthew Jonas / Staff Photographer

a slurry bomber makes a drop on the Calwood Fire as it burns in boulder County on oct. 17. CU researchers found that
climate change spurred wildfires millions of years ago, with implications that human-caused climate change could have
similar impacts in the future.
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Parents sue over transgender lesson
By Shelly Bradbury
denver Post

T he parents of three stu-
dents at a Boulder Coun-

ty elementary school who
wanted to pull their kids
from lessons on transgender
issues sued the Boulder Val-
ley School District on Nov.
16, alleging the district vio-
lated their constitutional
right to religious freedom.
Lewis and Brecken Jones,

who say they are Christians,
filed a federal lawsuit over
the school district’s handling
of the incident, which began
in 2018 when the parents
asked that their children be
exempted from a planned
presentation on transgender
issues at Superior Elementa-
ry School.
The presentation at the

kindergarten-through-fifth-
grade school had been
prompted by the bullying of
a transgender student, the
Daily Camera newspaper in
Boulder reported at the
time. School administrators
planned to include the per-
formance of a musical by
Phoenix, Colorado’s Trans
Community Choir, as well as

videos on gender roles and
related topics, followed by
classroom discussion.
The lawsuit alleges the

school district violated its
own policies when adminis-
trators allowed the Jones’
children to opt out of only
the musical performance,
and not the videos and class-
room discussion. The law-
suit also claims the district
retaliated against the family
by creating a hostile environ-
ment after the parents filed a
formal complaint with the
school district in November
2018. That complaint was
supported by nine other fam-
ilies, the Camera reported at
the time.
“Teachers were overheard

at school openly maligning
the families who complained
about the (school’s) trans-
gender materials,” the com-
plaint reads. In addition to
the religious freedom viola-
tions, the lawsuit also alleges
the school district violated
the parents’ constitutional
right to raise their children
as they choose.
The Jones family pulled

their children from the
school and are now both
homeschooling the students
and sending them to private
schools, according to the

lawsuit.
The lawsuit asks the

school district be forced to
pay the family’s expenses re-
lated to the alternate school-
ing, because the students
would have continued to at-
tend public schools “were it
not for BVSD’s action in vio-
lation of their constitutional
rights.”
An attorney for the Jones

family and a spokesman for
the Boulder Valley School
District did not immediately
return requests for com-
ment.

Sam Bullington, founder of
the choir that put on the mu-
sical performance, said that
the choir performs in
schools to help change the
environment for transgender
youth, who are often bullied,
misunderstood and targeted
by their classmates.
The musical the choir per-

formed at Superior Elemen-
tary School featured animal
characters and was about a
transgender raven who is
considered to be a girl but
doesn’t feel like a girl, he
said, and the raven’s journey

to acceptance among
friends.
“So yes, one of the parents

is like, ‘This is incompatible
with my Christian faith,’ and
I’m like, ‘The message of the
play is around the impor-
tance of unconditional love,
which is the message of your
faith,’” Bullington said. “The
play never mentions the
word transgender, it is really
about being seen for who are
on the inside, rather than the
projections put on you based
on what you look like, which
is relevant to everyone.”

Suit alleges violations
of religious freedom

Boulder Valley School District
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By Mitchell Byars
Staff Writer

J ustin Bannan is now set
for a two-week trial in the

summer in a Boulder shoot-
ing last year.
Bannan, 41, pleaded not

guilty by reason of insanity
in August to attempted first-
degree murder after deliber-
ation, attempted first-degree
murder — extreme indiffer-
ence; first-degree assault
causing serious bodily inju-
ry with a deadly weapon;
first-degree assault — ex-
treme indifference; posses-
sion of a weapon on school
grounds; and four crime of
violence sentence enhanc-
ers.
Following a mental health

evaluation, Bannan this
week was set for a 10-day tri-
al starting June 7. Bannan,
who is out of custody on
$500,000 bond, is also set for

a motions hearing on May 6
and a pre-trial readiness con-
ference on May 26.
Colorado statute deems a

person is not guilty by rea-
son of insanity if the defen-
dant “was so diseased or de-
fective in mind at the time of
the commission of the act as
to be incapable of distin-
guishing right from wrong

with respect to that act.”
Bannan’s defense attor-

ney, Harvey Steinberg, has
previously alluded to Ban-
nan’s football career and the
possibility of chronic trau-
matic encephalopathy, com-
monly known as CTE.
Bannan played for the CU

Buffs from 1997 to 2001 be-
fore being drafted by the

Buffalo Bills in 2002. He
spent 11 years in the NFL,
including two stints with the
Denver Broncos.
If found not guilty by rea-

son of insanity, Bannon
would be held at a psychiat-
ric facility for treatment until
he was deemed not to be a
threat to himself or the com-
munity.
According to police, Ban-

nan used a handgun to shoot
a 36-year-old woman in the
arm on Oct. 16, 2019, at
Black Lab Sports, 3550 Fron-
tier Ave. The woman, later
identified as Ashley Marie,
was taken to Boulder Com-
munity Health’s Foothills
Hospital with injuries that
were not life-threatening.
According to an affidavit,

Marie was unlocking her
therapy room in the building
when Bannan, who was al-
ready in the room, shot her
in the shoulder while she
was standing in the doorway.
Marie said she knew Ban-

nan, but only because he
was part-owner of the build-
ing and she would occasion-
ally see him pass in the hall-

way. Bannan is listed as the
co-founder of Black Lab
Sports, but Marie worked
for a company called Ele-
ment 6 that operates inside
the same building but is not
a part of Black Lab Sports.
When police found Ban-

nan at the scene, he was car-
rying a bag containing two
loaded handguns, along with
an extra magazine. They
also found a rolled-up $20
bill coated with a white sub-
stance that tested positive
for cocaine.
Bannan told police he

“didn’t mean to shoot her,”
and that he was just hiding
in the room because the
Russian mafia was after him
and tracking his cellphone.
He said he fired the gun only
once and that it was an “acci-
dent.”
Marie has also filed a law-

suit against Bannan and
Black Lab Sports in Boulder
District Court to “be com-
pensated for her medical
bills, lost wages, and other
serious damages.” That civil
case is set for a hearing in
January.

Ex-Buff set for trial in summer
Justin Bannan
pleaded not guilty
by reason of insanity
in August

Matthew Jonas / Staff Photographer

Justin bannan, seen arriving at a dec. 9 preliminary hearing
at the boulder County Justice Center, is scheduled for trial
on charges related to an october 2019 shooting starting
June 7.

Boulder shooting

Former CU student’s sex
assault trial pushed back
By Mitchell Byars
Staff Writer

A former University of
Colorado Boulder stu-

dent accused of repeatedly

sexually assaulting another
student while she slept has
had his trial pushed back to
May.
Conner Lee Shaver, 21,

pleaded not guilty to four

counts of sexual assault in
June and was set for a six-day
trial starting Dec. 15.
But Boulder County has

stopped all jury trials until at
least January due to rising
coronavirus numbers across
the state.
Court records show Shav-

er, who is out on a $20,000
personal recognizance bond,
is now set for a six-day trial
starting May 17. He is also
set for a pre-trial readiness
conference onMay 5.
According to an arrest affi-

davit, Shaver and the named
victim met through CU Boul-
der about three years ago,
and have had consensual sex
in the past.
The woman told Boulder

police she stayed with Shav-
er on July 4, 2019, and drank
alcohol and smoked marijua-
na before going to sleep in
her underwear. She said she
woke up the next morning
naked and was sore and no-
ticed signs she had sex even
though she did not remem-
ber it. The woman also told
police Shaver was naked
next to her when she woke
up.
The next day, the woman

said the same thing hap-
pened, and at this point she
became suspicious Shaver
was having sex with her
while she was asleep.
On July 7, 2019, the wom-

an told police she did not
drink or smoke, and went to
sleep in her underwear next
to Shaver after telling him
she did not want to have sex.
This time, the woman told
police she woke up in the
middle of the night naked to
Shaver having sex with her,
though she did not immedi-
ately confront him.
The next morning, the

woman said Shaver asked
her how she slept and she
lied and told him she slept
through the night. Shaver
did not bring up the incident
during the night.
According to the affidavit,

the woman and Shaver ex-
changed texts about the al-
leged incidents, with Shaver
sending a text reading, “I
had sex with you, I only did it
because I though you said
you have my consent.”
The woman told police she

never gave Shaver permis-
sion to have sex with her
while she was sleeping.

Man accused of repeatedly sexually
assaulting another student while she slept

Crime
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said.
In Boulder Valley, where el-

ementary students were at-
tending four out of five days
in person, not all elementary
teachers were teaching in-
person and remote students
at the same time, dubbed
“HyFlex” by the district. De-
pending on howwell staffing
levels matched up with in-per-
son attendance, some schools
could assign a separate teach-
er to the remote-only stu-
dents.
Altogether, about 25% of the

district’s students were 100%
remote in the hybridmodel.
Boulder Valley’s secondary

students, who attended two
days for middle and one day
for high school, joined the
live in-person classes from
home, requiring all those
teachers to teach both
groups.

Focus is on essentials
Teachers said they aren’t

getting through the curricu-
lum as fast as they usually
would. Instead, they’re trying
to focus on essentials, going
deeper into certain areas.
They’re also spendingmore
timemaking connections

Teachers navigating wild year

By Amy Bounds
Staff Writer

M eredith Antonuccio was
spendingmost of her

teaching time in her second
grade classroom at Superior’s
Eldorado K-8 behind a desk
draped in a clear plastic sheet.
The extra layer of protec-

tion from the plastic, com-
bined with keeping some dis-
tance from her students,
helped Antonuccio feel more
comfortable returning to the
classroomwhen kindergar-
ten through second graders
started coming in person at
the end of September.
A two-week quarantine in

October after a student in her
class tested positive rein-
forced the need for taking as
many precautions as possible.
At the same time, she said,
not getting “up close and per-
sonal” with her young stu-
dents has been one of the
hardest parts of an already
hard school year.
“What I love about teaching

is being close to these kids,”
she said.
It’s not just safety precau-

tions that kept her behind a
desk. She used two comput-
ers plus a document camera
tomanage teaching students
learning remotely from home
at the same time as she
taught her in-person stu-
dents. Tomake it all work,
her 17 in-person students of-
ten log on to their laptops to
join the seven online at home.
“There are just a million

things to do (in this model),”
Antonuccio said. “We’re con-
stantly relearning or trying to
do it better.”
And it’s all changed again

as her class has joined the
rest of Boulder Valley in
switching to 100% remote, the
same way they started the
school year. The district’s
goal is to bring students back
in person after winter break.
While Antonuccio agrees

with the decision to return to
remote learning because of
high case numbers, she’s
worried some students won’t
sign on consistently. Another
worry is howwell such young
students can handle somany
transitions.
“I want them tomake

growth, and I want to be part
of that positive transition into
third grade,” she said. “All of
these worries stay withme
consistently as a teacher this
year. I just hope that when we
sign on next week, they feel

as happy to be part of our
classroom community as I am
happy that they are there.”
Changing learningmodels

plus the complexities of
teaching in a pandemic have
even veteran teachers saying
it feels like they’re back in
their first year of teaching.
“There are just somany lay-

ers that get added on in this
teaching environment,” said
Dan Greenberg, a 22-year
teaching veteran who is a
sixth grademath teacher at
Boulder’sManhattanMiddle
School. “The key is to find
what works and keepmoving
forward. It’s a puzzle I’m go-
ing to keep trying to figure
out.”
Boulder Valley, along with

the St. Vrain Valley School
District, turned to a hybrid
mix of in-person and remote
learning to be able to reopen
school buildings while follow-
ing health guidelines. At the
same time, district officials
have acknowledged the
heavy workload as teachers
manage what now feels like at
least twice the work.
“I walk away from those hy-

brid days themost exhausted
I have ever been,” Greenberg

with students and skipping
some lessons to address so-
cial and emotional issues.
“Themost important thing

is to build relationships with
your kids,” Antonuccio said.
“Without that trust, you’re
not going to get anywhere
with their education. Just let-
ting them knowwe see them
and hear them is going to go
further than reading a leveled
book.”
On a recent day at Eldorado

K-8, Antonuccio kept up a
steady patter of cheerful, en-
couraging words during a
math lesson, interspersed
with regular reminders to
move away from a classmate
and pull a mask over a nose.
She starts each lesson by

teaching a new concept to the
whole group and then practic-
ing the new skill together,
with in-person students fol-
lowing along with her on a
large screen at the front of the
class. Then students work in
smaller groups, followed by a
check-in on how the lesson
went. The groups combine
both in-person and online stu-
dents.
Duringmath, Antonuccio

juggled helping an in-class
boy upset about a glitching
laptop while leading a small
group through solvingmath
addition problems. She pro-
vided a number search sheet
for the rest of the students to
try if they finished early, re-
minding an at-home student it
was in the packet his parents
picked up.
One online girl told her, “I

forgot how to do it because
it’s way too hard.” She asked
all the students to give an en-
couraging “you can do it” be-
fore putting on headphones
to help her directly while the
others worked independently.
“Nice job,” she told the girl

as they solved the problem.
“Are you remembering now?

You’re awesome.”
Greenberg, atManhattan

Middle, has close to two
hours of class time to fill
while trying to divide his time
equitably between in-person
and remote students in the
hybridmodel. A new block
schedule has Boulder Valley
middle schoolers taking three
classes at a time.
Generally, the first half of

his class is a “live” session,
with online students joining in
from home. The second half,
students at homework inde-
pendently while he works
with the students in his class-
room.
While he uses cooperative

learning apps so all the stu-
dents can learn together in
the first half of the class, he
tries to “engage them in per-
son, with computers closed,
as much as possible” for the
second half in the classroom.
Because of the challenge of
sanitizing shared supplies,
like rulers, he’s also had to
get creative with lessons.
Fluctuating in-person at-

tendance creates other chal-
lenges. He had one class with
just a single in-person student
as others were pulled out to
get extra help. So he connect-
ed that student with one who
was 100% online through Goo-
gleMeet.
“They were doing the same

activity,” he said. “It was like
they were sitting across from
the table with each other, ex-
cept they weren’t.”
Before Boulder Valley an-

nounced the switch to re-
mote, his school was one of
nine that had alreadymoved
to remote learning because of
staffing issues created by
quarantines.Making that an-
nouncement in his last class,
he said, was really tough. Stu-
dents had only been in person
for 2Kweeks.
“This volleyball of all of this

is not easy,” he said.
For remote learning, he

said, challenges include
teaching to a “screen full of
avatars,” keeping students en-
gaged when it’s so easy for
them to get distracted and en-
couraging them to use aca-
demic language.
“I’m trying to have students

use their voice in meaningful
ways, not just shouting out
answers,” he said. “It’s an im-
portant age for them to use
their voice.”
With the district now re-

mote until January, he said,
he worries about students
who are successful in person
but really struggle online.
“I have some students who

are vastly different students
online compared to when
they are inmy classroom,” he
said.

The challenge
of in-person, remote
learning is
‘like nothing I’ve
ever done before’

Matthew Jonas/ Staff Photographer
Second grade teacher meredith antonuccio gives an “air high five” to a student working
remotely while sitting at her desk at eldorado K-8 in Superior on Nov. 5.

Coronavirus

Matthew Jonas / Staff Photographer

Second grader amelia Hires raises her hand to solve a math
problem while following along on her laptop with teacher
meredith antonuccio on screen Nov. 5 at eldorado K-8 in
Superior. The class is a hybrid of in-person and remote
learners.
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Santa signing on in stereo

By Kelsey Hammon
Staff Writer

T he coronavirus has al-
tered the way that com-

munities are celebrating this
year’s holidays, meaning
Santa Claus may not be able
to make his Christmas list
through in-person visits. One
Longmont club, though, is
giving Kris Kringle some air
time so that he can still hear
from Boulder County’s chil-
dren in a safe-distanced way.
The Longmont Amateur

Radio Club will host On Air
with Santa from 6-7 p.m. Dec.
1-5. The club is encouraging
licensed ham radio operators
to give their children and
grandchildren a chance to
connect with Santa in a safe,
distanced way.
Firestone’s Chuck Poch,

president of the radio club,
said this is the first time that
the Longmont Amateur Ra-
dio Club has hosted the
event. While the Longmont
Amateur Radio Club wants to
give children a chance to
connect with Santa, mem-
bers also hope to transmit an
interest in the next genera-
tion of ham radio operators.
“The thought was, one: Get

kids on the radio and get
them to experience talking to
Santa on the ham radio and
maybe saying ‘I can talk to
Santa on the radio. Cool, I
want to learn more about it,'”
Poch said.
Poch (Santa Claus) said it

will also be a chance for par-
ents to listen in and find out
what their child wants for
Christmas.
“It’s a win-win,” he said.
Steve Haverstick, of Long-

mont, who serves as the
publicity committee for the

Longmont Amateur Radio
Club, said he hopes the first-
time event sparks some in-
terest.
“We are trying to get the

younger folk involved,” Hav-
erstick said. “There’s not
much talk about ham radios
anymore. Kids handle
phones and computers and
they’re good at that. We
thought this is a way to get
them to talk to Santa and get
them comfortable and maybe
get involved.”
Haverstick and Poch said

the ham radio community of-
fers more than a hobby for
those who share in the skills.
Amateur radio communica-
tions can be paramount in
spreading important infor-
mation when other sources
like the internet and cell tow-
ers are not operating.

For example, the Long-
mont Amateur Radio Club
works with Longmont’s Of-
fice of EmergencyManage-
ment.
The club provides the

city’s Community Emergen-
cy Response Team with edu-
cation on ham radio opera-
tions and how to obtain a
license.
A ham radio is a radio

that’s capable of broadcast-
ing over a short wave length.
A transmission license is re-
quired from the Federal
Communications Commis-
sion for a person to be able to
operate an amateur radio.
Poch said the club saw a
boost in those interested in
becoming a licensed ham ra-
dio operator after the 2013
flood.
With technology constant-

ly seeing advances, Poch said
the ham radio is no different.
“A lot of people think of a

guy with a ham and cheese
sandwich, drinking a beer
with a microphone and a big
rig with a 100-foot tower in
the backyard,” Poch said.
“It’s not like that anymore.

Ham radio has expanded.”
Software like EchoLink

gives those interested a
chance to join the airwaves
using just their computer.
Poch said people are wel-
come to chat with Santa us-
ing EchoLink, but they must
still have a licensed operator
present. Haverstick, empha-
sized though, that being a
ham radio operator still takes
knowledge.
“You have to understand a

little bit about electronics,”
Haverstick said. “You have to
understand a bit about bionic
and atmospheric conditions
to be able to transmit. You
have to have some antenna
knowledge. What kinds of
antennas are needed and
why, as well as frequencies
and bandwidth— all kinds of
fun stuff.”
The club offers classes to

educate people on what they
need to know to pass the test
to receive amateur radio li-
censing. Details, as well as
study guide resources, can
be found on the Longmont
Amateur Radio Club’s web-
site at: w0eno.org/node/10.

The club has about 150 mem-
bers, which has seen an in-
crease in about 10 people in
the last three years, accord-
ing to Poch.
To transmit its signals, the

club has two repeaters in-
stalled on the top of the
Longmont Community Jus-
tice Partnership building,
528Main Street.
In layman’s terms, Poch

said a repeater is a radio and
an antenna. The club’s re-
peaters can send a signal
over a roughly 35-mile radi-
us.
According to Poch, there

are 116 ham radio operators
in Longmont; 102 in Boulder
and 3,789 across the state.
To participate in On Air

with Santa, children wishing
to chat with Santa must be
with a licensed ham radio op-
erator. Poch encouraged any-
one with questions to reach
out to him at
k0itp@w0eno.org.
“I thought this would be

the perfect thing to start in
Longmont, considering we
are all stuck in house,” Poch
said.

Club hosting on-air
with Santa, seeks to
spark interest in
amateur radio

Matthew Jonas / Staff Photographer

Chuck Poch, call sign K0iTP, and the rest of the longmont amateur radio Club operators will be giving kids the opportunity to
talk to Santa via ham radio from dec. 1-5.

Longmont Amateur Radio Club

Want to participate in astronaut

centric research happening at the

University of Colorado Boulder?

Ages 30 - 55

Email srstudy@colorado.edu to

find out more! Participants are

compensated for their time.
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